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said that Maurepas was amazed at the ascen-
dency exercised by the queen, on this occa-
sion, over the king's mind; and that Maurepas
forthwith resolved to leave Turgot to himself,
to take no further interest in his reforms,
and, in case of need, to throw the Comptroller-
General overboard in order to save the Prime
Minister.

Although warned of the plots that were rife
about him, Turgot's activity in the furtherance
of his plan did not slacken. On the 5th of
January, 1776, Turgot laid before the Council
the six edicts that are his glory. These he
prevailed upon the king to accept after a most
thorough-going discussion; these he compelled
the Parliament to register in a bed of justice,
despite the most strenuous opposition; and
these finally brought about his downfall. His
triumph was his ruin.

II.

THE Six Edicts were of unequal impor-
tance. The first required the suppression of
the corvte, or forced labor; the second, the sup-
pression of the grain-police at Paris; the third,
the suppression of the offices on the quays, at
the markets, and on the wharves of Paris; theof his despatches to the
